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court ruling g-lving their father, Dale,” -

custody.

““They told their father that they were
scared because their mother told them
she had a gun and would shoot herself if
they went with him,"’ said Steven
Pheterson, Berne’s Rochester attorney.

‘““When they were leaving Houston
they asked the social workers to ‘Please
take care of our mother’,” he said.

Mrs. Berne, a Galena Park resident

~who apparently-took a drug overdose
after the court hearing, remained *‘still
critical, but showing some improve-
ment”’ ’I'hursday

‘‘She is still on the critical list and re-
mains in the medical intensive care
unit,” said Hermann Hospital spokes-
man Marguerite Badger.

Berne won legal custody of his sons in
a divorce more than two years ago, but
his former wife allegedly kidnapped the
youngsters on Aug. 2, 1978,

Mrs. Berne, using the name Judy
King, moved to Boston, Puerto Rico and
Venezuela before settling in Houston

- with the boys in November 1979, officials
said.

She then obtained teaching jobs in
three different school districts where she
was hired after she showed Texas
Education Agency teaching certificates
bearing her alias. None of the employers
checked the validity of the document,
district officials said.

Berne, then a Rochester school super-

intendent, continued his search until last

week when the boys were identified.
Berne, who was unavailable for com-

ment Thursday, told Phetex‘somi he and
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‘“The boys were apprehensive and‘
scared coming ‘back to Rochester,”
Pheterson said. ‘“‘But when they got

-home they kept saying how good the

house looked and ‘I can’t believe I'm
here.” " . -

Pheterson said the children were
‘‘currently in turmoil’’ and had some.
‘‘good moments and bad moments,”

““When they find out about their moth-
er it won't help. Either they might!
blame their father or blame themselves,
It will adversely affect the relationship,”
Pheterson said.

He said the boys spent much of the
day with a psychiatrist who told them.,
‘‘something had happened to their moth-
er and she was hospitalized, but not that’
she had taken a drug overdose,”

‘‘Both boys also appeared on a brief
television interview in which they said
they expected a trial and expected to:
‘end up with mommy. We love daddy,
but mommy's mommy’,”’ Pheterson,
said.

The attorney said although school will
start Tuesday, it may start without the
children and their father who is now
principal at East Ridge High School in‘
suburban Irondequoit.

‘““There’s been some talk about them
taking a short vacation. In any case, I
don't expect (Berne) to return to school
for several weeks,’’ Pheterson said.

Mrs. Berne still faces extradition to
New York where she was indicted on
felony charges of custodial interference’
for allegedly stealing the boys from
Berne and for unlawtful flight to avoid
prosecution. .



